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have been the decisive campaign of 1793. The first part of the
programme was carried out without a hitch; the French en-
trenched camp was carried by storm, the fortress of Valenciennes
invested and compelled to capitulate, and the hostile army
forced back across the upper Scheldt. Then, with some four
months of good campaigning weather still before them the Allies
divided their forces and went their several ways as arranged—
Coburg to besiege Maubeuge, York to secure Dunkirk, The
latter found the task too great for his resources : the necessary
naval co-operation was unduly delayed, his siege artillery was
• inadequate, and his forces were too small even to permit of a
complete investment of the place. The French thus had
ample time to despatch an army to its rescue ; advancing from
the south, it defeated and drove off at Hondschoote the troops
detailed to cover the siege, and compelled York to abandon his
heavy guns and fall back in haste for fear of being cut off from
his base at Ostend. He effected his retreat in safety, largely
because his enemies had turned their attention to Coburg, who
was in- his turn compelled by the French victory of Wattignies
to raise the siege of Maubeuge. York was not only too far
away to be able to arrive in time to be of use, but his eastward
march was interrupted by the news of a French diversion
which caused anxiety for the security of Flanders and compelled
him to retrace his steps. The operations thus came to an end
with the apparent advantage indeed on the side of the Allies ;
but in actual fact they had by their dilatoriness and divided
counsels lost their best chance of decisively defeating their
adversaries while still weak.
For by the beginning of next year there was no prospect of
the Allies being able successfully to execute their proposed plan
for an advance on Paris. Their mutual mistrust was becoming
more rather than less acute with the lapse of time ; the condition
of their troops was going from bad to worse, and their effectives
were gradually diminishing, so that to the 240,000 French under
Pichegru and Jourdan who stood arrayed between the Moselle
and the sea, they could oppose barely half that number, though
these were still superior to their enemies in all military qualities.
The main army, with which was the Duke of York's British
contingent of 22,000 men, was again assembled around Valen-
ciennes, preparing to advance against the centre of the French
host, which on its side was planning a double enveloping move-
ment against both the Allied flanks by way of Ghent and Liege.
In April, however, Coburg took the initiative, attacking
Pichegru in his fortified position between Cambrai and Le
Cateau and forcing him to retire towards Guise. Siege was
then laid to Landrecies, and the French attempts at relief were

